Museum of Kent Life – Hop Picking – Scheme of Work

History Unit 18 What was it like to live here in the past?

The best way to appreciate what it was like to be a hop picker, what impact the hop picking industry had on Kent and how an oast house worked is to take a visit to the Museum of Kent Life. Visits can be arranged at any stage of the scheme of work but may be most effective after completing the work online to consolidate the learning. 

	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Ideas for whole class intro
	Ideas for group work
	Ideas for plenary session and homework
	Learning outcomes

	1

What is hop picking and why has it died out in Kent?
	That the area has changed at different times in the past

To sequence maps in chronological order

To use maps to help characterise features of the past
	As a class read through the following screens: 

What are hops and hop-pickers? 

How are hops grown? 

Why were they grown in Kent? 

Discuss questions raised on the pages as appropriate


	In IT suite work in mixed ability groups/pairs. Look at the three maps showing how the county of Kent has changed since 1900

Ask the children which map is the oldest and which is the newest?
Explore the maps and pop ups, to find out how the area has changed. Record findings on printable worksheet (‘Maps’)
	As a class read through:

Why did the industry die out in Kent?

Write a list of the advantages and disadvantages of the uses of machines over humans. 

Ask the children to complete the bitter/lager survey for homework,
	Record changes shown on maps in table form

Contribute to making a visual timeline

Produce a description of the area that contains appropriate historical detail

	2

What are oast houses and pickers huts?
	That there are different sources of information for their area in the past

To develop skills of accurate observation and recording

To make deductions from physical evidence

To recognise that some questions can be answered by looking at buildings and others cannot
	Read through the ‘What is an oast house?’ screen. Raise questions such as

What does it look like? How big is it? What is it made of? What was it used for? Has it always been used for this? Is there anything unusual about it? What are the surroundings like? Why do you think it was built here?

Look at a picture of a pickers hut. Ask the class who they think might have lived/worked/visited here? Read through the ‘What was life like in the East End of London?’ ‘What preparations were made for the annual trip?’ and ‘How did the pickers get to the farms?’ for background information then focus on the ‘What sort of accommodation did the pickers have?’ screen.
	1. On the computer complete the oast house game

2. On the computer complete the pickers huts game

3. Imagine you are a picker, write a postcard home describing your accommodation

4. Complete the  ‘Buildings’ worksheet making observations about he Oast House and the Pickers Hut.
	Ask individuals from each group to feedback on their activity and share their understanding of the pickers huts or oast houses. 

For homework as the children to imagine they are pickers and write a postcard home describing their huts. The children could print out an image from the gallery to use as the front of their postcard. Those with internet connections at home could try the games remotely. 
	Identify some features of a building through observation and asking and answering questions

Record their observations by annotating drawings or by labelling and completing a prepared outline

Write a short, accurate description of the place suggesting who might have used it

	3

What was the work like? What did pickers do for entertainment?
	To provide information about the area by studying pictures

To question pictures as interpretations of the past
	Look at range of images on the ‘what was the work like?’ screen. Raise the following questions:

What does this tell us about the area and people in the past? What has changed and what has stayed the same?

Look at the images on the ‘What did the pickers do for entertainment?’ screen. Consider the following questions:

Why and how do you think the picture was made? Who might it have been made for? Do you think it is natural or posed?
	1. Carry out a role-play, recreating a photograph of the pickers, what happened before/after the photograph was taken?

2. Complete the photographs worksheet comparing three pictures

3. Using the pictures on the ‘What do was the work was like?’ screen try to deduce what types of jobs there were and what levels of skill they required

4. Look at the pictures on the ‘What did the pickers do when they weren’t working?’ screen. Use them to answer these questions: What do these pictures tell you about the hop-pickers?  Would you do any of the same things in your spare time? What has changed and what has stayed the same?
	Print off the words of the pickers song. Practise singing them as a class. Recreate a campfire scene, based on one of the photos and perform the song in groups.

For homework ask the children to write their own pickers song based on their understanding of the lifestyles the pickers had.  
	Identify features of the area from pictures

Record their ideas in a table using categories as headings

Suggest how, why and for whom a picture was made

Demonstrate what they have learnt about the area from role play

	4

How were the pickers paid? What were the health and hygiene problems?
	To find out about the local area in the past from different written sources

That different kinds of written sources provide different information about the local area
	Read the ‘How were the pickers paid?’ screen. Ask the children to point out the differences and similarities between the two written extracts.  

Why do they think some of the information given is different?


	In mixed ability groups or pairs complete the written sources worksheet. 

More able children could turn the information collected on the tally chart into different types of graph.

What does this written information tell us about the hop picking families? How reliable do they think the source is?
	Read the ‘What were the health and hygiene problems?’ screen. Ask the children to note the differences and similarities between the two written extracts.  

For homework, ask the children to write another, fictional account, of the health and hygiene problems that contradicts both extracts.
	Demonstrate knowledge about the way of life of people who lived in the past orally and in writing

Make comparisons between lifestyles today and in the past

	5

How did the local people react? What was hop picking really like?
	To initiate and pursue a line of questioning

To develop listening and note taking skills

To differentiate between fact and opinion

That historical accounts are influenced by personal opinion
	Watch the video about Hop picking. 

After watching videos summarise findings under key headings:

Travel, Work, Play



	In mixed ability groups or pairs complete the fact or opinion worksheet. 

Cut out the statements, debate whether they are facts or opinions and group them together accordingly.
	Ask each group to feedback their findings. Discuss and debate any differences of opinion amongst the groups.

For homework write a paragraph about hop picking from the point of view of a London hop-picker, then write a paragraph about hop picking from the point of view of a local Kent shop keeper.
	Collect information about the area from oral evidence

Summarise the information collected

Identify facts and opinions 


